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Vatican that the Central Powers were about to be defeated.
Russia, of course, had already been long in the throes of
the Revolution. As soon as Monsignor Ratti entered
Germany he realised that the half-starving population
could not possibly carry on unless the new offensive of
General Ludendorff, on the western front, succeeded.
He decided to reach Warsaw in time for the Corpus
Christ! procession. He was met at Berlin by Polish
deputations, and as he continued in their company across
Poland his journey became a triumphal procession.
Bishops came out supported by their flock, and processions
led him to the Churches wherever it was possible. It
was not until he reached Warsaw on the Feast of Corpus
Christi and carried the Sacred Host in procession to the
Cathedral that he realised how happy the Poles were at
his arrival. All the Polish peasants from German and
Austrian Poland surrounded him. He was to be Apostolic
Visitor for Poland and Lithuania, but he was to have no
official position with the Civil authority.
He brought with him what comforts were possible for
the Italian prisoners in Germany, as a gift from the Pope,
and he had also another gift from Pope Benedict XV, a
large sum of money for the relief of distress in Poland,
which he presented to the Archbishop of Warsaw*
Pope Benedict had given him the following message:
"Spend whatever you think necessary, for we are proud of
our dignity though we are poor." When one remembers
the difficulty the Pope had at that time in receiving funds
from the Catholics throughout the world, one can realise
what a fine gesture this was,
The new Visitor did his best to live as simply as possible
during those early days in Warsaw: he received every